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runc*
Most used. Written in 
GO which might not 
have been the best choice 
for this job.
Circa 15 Mb

crun*
By RedHat, newset stuff 
inside. Written in C, 
faster, more elegant 
syscalls to kernel. 
Circa 2 Mb. *

gVisor
runsc instead of runc
Security layer between
containers and kernel. 
Implements lots of 
syscalls. By Google.

nabla
gVisor competition 
created by IBM. 
Implements few syscalls 
and blocks all other. 

containerd
Most used. Daemon that 
takes care of containers. 
Originally part of 
Docker.

cri-o
Whole new 
implementation of a 
daemon that takes care 
of containers, by 
RedHat.

Docker
Most used. Takes care 
of the whole container 
lifecycle. Uses the 
Docker daemon.

CMD Docker CLI

Can build itmages

Can manage remote 
images. 
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Podman

Daemon-less 
Implementation with 
UNIX-philosophy in 
mind. 

CMD PodmanCLI

Buildah
Utility that builds 
container images.

Skopeo
Utility that interactis 
with remote images.

crictl
CMD utility that can 
work with any container 
runtime that is CRI 
compatible. "simulating 
kubelet requests to CRI".

nerdctl
User command utility that 
works with CRI compatible 
runtimes. Originally 
developed to communicate 
with contaiNERD.

buildkit
Utility that builds 
container images.

rkt
Older implemntation of 
containers in linux. Now 
deprecated because it is 
not CRI compatible.

Kata
Kernel isolation. 
Miniature VMs. 

* runc and crun should be compatible binaries
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